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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. | SHAM  Thank you very rmuch. The topic
today is dobal Terrorism W'Il|l try to get a handle on
how to define it, what it is, howit's changed and perhaps
take a crack at trying to find a few strategies for
conbating it. W have a very distingui shed and di verse
panel today. Starting on the far right, Professor Husain
Haqgani, who is a professor at Boston University and a
long-tine, a very distinguished diplomt in Pakistani
service, served with several heads of state in Pakistan,
and prinme mnisters and al so served as a journalist. So
he has reached several worlds.

To his left, Reza Aslan, who is a coment at or
for NPR and for CBS News -- which | should add is
conpetition, but it's okay, and is one of the energing,
very interesting voices on terrorismtoday. And to his
| eft, Dalia Mdgahed, who works for the Gllup
Organi zation; and she has been involved in a very
interesting survey of Muslins worldwi de in nore than 39
countries, and | think we'll find that to be very
i nteresting.

So I'd like to begin, just sort of framng the
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issues a little bit and I think everybody has a general
under st andi ng of what sone of the problens are that we're
facing today. Just in the |ast few days, of course we've
had attacks in the UK which we're still getting sone
definition. | think it's alittle bit too early to say
what that is.

Per haps sonme of our panelists will have sone
thoughts, but it's really just enmerging as the arrests are
bei ng made and peopl e are being rounded up. Fortunately
it seens that tradecraft in this case was a little short.
But in any case, it's a rem nder once again that people
are out there that are notivated to kill Westerners and
will do -- go to extrene |lengths to do so.

The National Counterterrorism Center in
Washi ngton estimated that in 2006, |ast cal endar year,
there were nore than 14,000 terrorist attacks resulting in
nore than 20,000 deaths. This is an extraordi nary nunber.
It's nore than a 25 percent increase over 2005 in nunber
of attacks, and nore than 40 percent increase in nunber of
deat hs.

Now many of those, al nost 7000, took place in

Af ghani stan and Iraq. But | think the clear nessage is
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that terrorismis very nuch alive and that in many cases
Al -Qaeda is the guiding spirit although the direction
varies fromplace to place and that's one of the things
that we want to tal k about today.

| think that one thing that can also be said is
that in the 5 years -- nore than 5 years since 9/11, and
since the U S. -led attacks in both Afghanistan and
Paki stan -- |'msorry, Afghanistan and Iraqg, there have
been -- Al-Qaeda and its affiliates have reenmerged and is
reconstituted, and | think established thensel ves as
representing a real global Islam st threat, a gl oba
terrorist threat of which I think Al-Qaeda remains the
dom nant | eader, even though many of their | eadership,
nore than 50 percent of their | eadership has been either
killed or arrested.

The two top | eaders, Osama bin Laden and Ayman
al -Zawahiri remain alive. W hear fromthemfromtine to
time. We hear from Zawahiri a lot, we hear fromBin Laden
| ess so, but he appears to still be alive. They have
active affiliates in nmore than 40 countries worl dw de that
are affiliated either ideologically or nore directly or

operationally with Al-Qaeda. They have nmade -- exploited
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the Internet in ways that are evol ving everyday. 1It's
estimated that there are nore than 4,000 jihadi st websites
out there that in one formor another or spreading the
word. This creates a -- alnost a community of |slam st
propaganda and i deol ogy, in which they show vi deos and
speeches, and martyrdom operations as they call them and
provi des everything down to very technical information.

So the Internet has provided an enornous vehicle for these
nmovenents to link up internationally.

So | think that today what I'd like totry to do
in organizing this panel is take the first part and try to
di agnose a little bit of the problemw th our speakers
here, and then address some of the treatnents or sone of
the ways in which the strategies in which we should conbat
t his.

So | think the first step is just to try to
define what the nature of this global threat is, if in
fact it is global. 1Is it an organization, is it a
novenent, is it a network, is it an affiliation of
net wor ks, what's the operational relationship between the
hi gh command, if you will, and of Bin Laden and Zawahiri

and the various affiliates or franchi ses, what are the



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

seans in the global environnent that these fol ks exploit
or manage to take advantage of ? Wat degree is the threat
dependent on the synpathy and support of the popul ations
that they nove in and operate in, how nuch support do

t hose popul ations provide, do they provide that support
because they're intimdated to do so or threatened to do
so, or because they actually have sonme affinity for these
operators? And then we'll, as | said, try to take a crack
at sone counterterrorist strategi es and what the Wst and
the United States particularly is doing wong and how t hey
m ght be able to do it right, how they m ght be able to do
it better.

So I'd like to begin with Husain Haggani, who
has had | ong experience with the extrem sts in his country
Paki stan of course, going back to the origins of Al -Qaeda.
And | think maybe you could give us a little bit of your
per spective on how you see the novenent having changed or
how Bi n Laden's | eadershi p has changed, and al so how
t hey' ve managed after havi ng been expelled from
Af ghani stan in Cctober of 2001 by the U S.-led invasion
and how t hey have managed to reconstitute in the --

particularly in the Pakistani tribal areas along the
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border there and at this point seens to have managed to
put back nmany of their canps and command and contr ol
oper ati ons.

MR. HAQQANI: Thank you, Chris. Let ne begin by
sayi ng that sometimes we becone prisoners of our clichés.
So one of the clichés is that the world changed on 9/11,
and that's not true. What happened on 9/ 11 essentially
was t hat Americans becanme nore aware of a phenonenon in
the world that had been going on for a while.

The British had encountered terrorismin the
formof the IRA. The Sri Lankans had encountered
terrorismin the formof the Tam | Tigers, the Israelis
had encountered terrorismon a day-to-day basis for a |ong
time, and 9/11 woke Anerica up to the whol e notion of
terrorism So then we declared war against terror. And
there is a presunption that sonmehow t he process of
terrorismand its organization and its threat should be
understood in the context of what happened on 9/11 and
after, not before. Let's go back alittle.

Al -Qaeda -- A -Qaeda was born out of the jihad
agai nst the Soviets, which the United States fully

supported. | was there reporting on it and in fact one of
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nmy not ebooks says, and | don't have any recollection of
that, that anmongst the people | net during the jihad
covering the story was a man call ed Gsana Bin Mohamred Bin
Laden. So | presumably shook his hand, don't know if
that's --

MR. ISHAM He was tall?

MR. HAQQANI: Very tall man --

(Laught er)

MR. ISHAM Hard to m ss.

MR. HAQQANI: But his teacher was the inportant
guy at that time, Abdullah Azzam And when you were
saying his terrorismand network, his Al -Qaeda network --

I would use a totally different word, it's an idea.
Terrorismas a tactic and a strategy has been around for a
long tinme, but it has usually been used for a specific

pur pose of the IRA wanting the British out of Northern
Ireland. The Sri Lankan Tam | Tigers wanting a state for

t hensel ves.

Goi ng back into history, the anarchists had the
i dea of changing the structure of Europe and how the world
was governed, and they used terrorism Al -Qaeda is an

idea that the Muslins of the world can use terror to
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change the gl obal order of things and overcone the
hum |'i ati on and weakness that they say is the
characteristic of the Muslimworld today. And one nust
remenber the Muslims sense of history.

Reza will probably enlighten you nore on that.
But the fact of the matter is that unlike the United
States, where if you want to be di sm ssive about soneone

we say, "Chris, he is history,” in the Mislimworld, the
approach to history is different. H story is sonething of
val ue, and therefore everybody wants to redeem history --
in fact -- redeemthensel ves before history.

W were inportant ones, we were powerful ones,
we are weak, we are humliated now, the fact of the Mislim
world right now, 57 countries with a GDP | ess than that of
France. The Arab world with about 300 mlIlion people, per
capi ta consunpti on of books |ess than the per capita
consunpti on of books in Greece which has a popul ati on of
15 mllion.

There are only 500 universities in the entire
Muslimworld for 1.4 billion people, conpare that with

8000 in India. So howis this community going to conpete

-- and | ampart of it, and | also think those questions.
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| come up with different answers than Gsama Bin Laden
does, thank God for that.

(Laughter)

SPEAKER: It's good.

MR. HAQQANI: But their idea -- so what happened
was that after beating the Soviet Union wth the help of
the international conmunity, the hardcore |slam st
jihadists inspired by Abdull ah Azzam GOsanma Bin Laden's
teacher. And Azzam wote a very inportant book in defense
of Muslimlands, in which he came up with the idea that
actually what we can do is, we can start this on a gl oba
basi s.

So it's like -- it's like sonmebody who cones up
with the idea -- and | don't know who it was, who canme up
with the idea that, you know, the corporation and the
conpany in one country can nake profit only up to a point,
let's go global. This is the idea of the globalization of
the idea of terrorism That's what Al-Qaeda is, that's
different from everybody el se, point nunber 1.

Poi nt nunber 2, what has happened? They got
battl e hardened i n Afghani stan and that was one

generation. They got pushed out of Afghanistan after
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9/ 11, but imediately realized one thing, that if there
are nore theaters of war for us to get nore battle
har dened people, then we can replicate the experinent in
nore places. So the war against terror inadvertently
provided themw th nore theaters of operation, where
they're training. | don't knowif you saw a piece -- and
one shoul dn't always tal k about what one has witten, but
| did a piece a year or two ago in (italics) The New
Republ i ¢ about the so-called suicide bonbers or martyrs in
I raq.

And what was happeni ng was they had these
bi ographi es very adul atory, and what they were trying to
do was they were trying to inspire other people into
sayi ng, "You know what, the previous generation fought the
Soviets and got battle hardened and we' ve sustained the
jihad for 20-30 years since then. Now lraq is the theater
where a new generation can go and get trained and then go
back, and then replicate.

So these can becone battle hardened trained
peopl e who have fought the Anericans and therefore wll
have | earned new tactics and new net hods, and new ways of

maki ng i nprovi sed expl osive devices and replicate themin
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many, nmany, nmany theaters of the world; which is why the
nunber of acts of terrorismaround the world is
i ncreasi ng, not decreasing.

And the third thing is that they have realized
that instead of having a hierarchical organization, it's
better for themto have a virtual organization. So Osanma
Bin Laden is a figurehead, he is a synbol. But we don't
really know if he actually controls the operations of Al-
Qaeda in Iraqg, or Al -Qaeda affiliate in Pakistan, or Al -
Qaeda affiliate in Indonesia. There is a great degree of
aut onony, not centralization.

And with that great degree of autonony, the nost
i mportant thing becones again, back to the word "idea."
It's the idea of terrorismand therefore how many peopl e
can you appeal to and nake them feel, "You know, what, al
this business of overcom ng humliation, the best way of
doing it is blow ng nyself up.” How nany people can you
persuade to do that?

And there the battle of hearts and m nds becones
very inportant, which the United States is | osing
m serably, as | amsure Dalia's statistics wll tell.

Last point, polling data in the Muslimworld
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i ndi cates that an overwhelm ng majority of Muslinms do not
agree with the tactics and nethods of Al -Qaeda, a | ot of
them saying that they don't consider that Islamc. So
that's the positive. The negative is, a mgjority of them
say, that they find the critique of the gl obal order that
Al - Qaeda presents as valid, so out of this maybe are born
new i deas and new net hods of tackling the sane problem
And an overwhelming majority of Muslins, even in Anerican
allied countries, seemto believe that Islamis in danger.
There is a serious threat to Islamand there is a serious
threat to Muslinms, which | will come to | ater because |
want ot her participants to cone in at this point.

So that in nmy thinking is -- are the contours of
the problem |It's an idea, a violent idea, not a
hi erarchi cal organization, multiplying quite fast, because
of decentralization. The U S. is alittle behind. For
exanpl e, when we say half of their |eadership has been
decapitated, it's half of the | eadership we know. It's
the half of the | eadership that cane to fore as a result
of Al - Qaeda.

Now, basically there are baby Al - Qaedas being

born, baby Al-Qaedas bei ng organi zed that have no organic
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connection to the original Osana Bin Laden Al -Qaeda.
These are franchi sees who are using the franchise, or the
trade mark without official sanction. They're just
copycats, pirates, so to speak, you know, to use an
intell ectual property concept, they're just replicating
the CD-ROVs and they're doing just as well as a result in
mul ti plying the probl em

MR. |SHAM Well, that's good, that certainly

gets us off to a good start and certainly your point is

wel | taken on the -- as Runsfeld had called them "The
unknown unknowns." What you don't know you don't know - -
MR, HAQRANI: |I'mso glad you used Runsfeld's

expressi on before | coul d.

(Laught er)

MR. | SHAM Yeah. Reza Aslan, let's pick up on
where Husain left off. And maybe you could try to give us
a sense of how you see this novenent and not just Al-Qaeda
but really a global jihadist novenent, and what are the
connections, what are the |inks between these novenents,
what is the |ink between the novenents in Al geria, the
North Africa to Al-Qaeda in Iraq, to Jemaah Islam yah in

I ndonesia. What are the affiliations and how strong are



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

16

t hose?

MR. ASLAN. That's a great question. And I
think it's inmportant for us to actually nove beyond Al -
(aeda for a nonent because well, Al -Qaeda does represent a
very serious threat. They essentially are just one
mani festation of a |larger novenent called jihadism which
is not, you know, an eneny by any neans, it is not an
organi zation it's an idea. And an idea that is only a
coupl e of decades old, but which has | think, in many ways
risen to the surface and has becone very dom nant in the
di scussi ons taking place in the Arab and Muslimworld
about | ocal issues and gl obal issues.

But | think it's inportant for a nonent to stop
and define exactly what it is that we're tal ki ng about
when we say "jihadism or "jihadist.” This termwhich by
the way is widely recognized in the Arab world, "ji hadiya"
is howit's -- as it's referred to, refers very
specifically to a global transnational novenent of viol ent
Islam c Puritanism Sunni Islamc Puritanism

It is a novenent that wants to rid the world of
the nation state, it’s anti-nationalist, which is why

referring to it as "fascist"” as it's so often referred to,
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is so absurd. And fascismis essentially a worship of the
state. To the jihadists, the state is about as anti-
Islam c as an idea as one can get. It is a novenent that
made a very strategic decision at a certain period inits
formation, in which they decided that although so nany of
these Islamc terrorist organi zations or non-state
entities throughout that region that are fighting
nationalist or local conflicts against what in jihadi st
termnology is referred to as "The near eneny" -- in other
wor ds, the individuals, institutions, political and
religious organi zations of their own nation states, in
their own nei ghborhoods -- the fights should be agai nst
themw th the ultimte goal of transform ng the nation
state into an Islamc state.

What i hadi sm proposed in a very brilliant
i nnovation to this was that war is unwi nnable in a sense,
because where we don't have either the manpower or the
i nfl uence, or the ability to turn Egypt into an Islamc
state, to turn Palestine into an Islamc state, to turn
you know, Algeria into an Islanic state. So rather than
focusing on the near eneny, what we ought to do from now

on is to focus on the far eneny, to focus -- to bring this
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war to the United States, to the Wst with a notion of,
"Certainly we're not going to win a war. There i s nothing
that we can do to defeat the United States. W wll never
ever recreate the caliphate. And so it's an absurd
notion, it's absolutely inpossible. It is inpossible for
us to rid the world of Israel, it will never ever happen
But that's not the point. The point is, in attacking the
far eneny; you drag theminto this internal conflict as a
nmobi lizing force, as a polarizing force to essentially win
the internal battle. By bringing the West into this
fight, you have now a very easy target that can create an
i dea of “us” versus “thent, that all Muslins regardl ess of
their political affiliation or their piety can wap their
m nds around in some sense.

So in other words, it is a nmeans of creating a
collective identity. And that termis one that | think is
very inportant when tal king about jihadi sm because as a
trans-nationali st novenent, as a novenent that goes beyond
any kind of cultural or national or ethnic borders, it has
as one of its primary focuses, the attenpt to create a new
kind of identity, an identity that goes even beyond

traditional religious affiliations.
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So whether you're a Hanbali Sunni or a Hanafi
Sunni, whether you're an Egyptian Miuslimor you're an
Al gerian Muslim | think is that -- is that the Honel and
security, is sonebody just cutting me off?

(Laughter)

MR. ASLAN. Can you still hear nme?

SPEAKER:  Yeah.

MR. ASLAN. Ckay. That rather than doing that,
you create a new identity that links you not with your own
state, not with your own conmunity, not w th your own
sect, but with this new virtual conmunity -- and | used
that termdeliberately, because it is a comunity that
exists primarily online than anything else -- and a new
identity can be fashioned through this by connecting
grievances -- and again, to really get into this issue of
grievances, 1'll cone back to it when we talk about how to
address the problem Right now, just to figure out what
the problemis

But by connecting these very legitinmate
gri evances that people have across national --
nationalities across ethnicities by connecting say, the

plight of the Palestinians in Gaza to the |ack of economc
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devel opnent in Algeria to the lack of political
participation say in Egypt, you connect these seem ngly
di sparate grievances into one |arger grievance that says
essentially all of these things are connected by the fact
that you are under attack by this westernizing, crusading
colonialist force and that the only way to address your
i ndi vidual grievances is to connect all of these
grievances into one novenent, into one identity and then
hopefully that identity will eventually foster collective
action. Now what's really truly -- by the way what's
truly fascinating about this is particularly when it comnes
to, you know, the ideologues -- even Bin Laden and
Zawahiri -- is how brilliant they are in using these
legitimate grievances.

So yes, of course, they'll bring up the
expl odi ng resources of the Muslimworld or, you know, the
Pal estinian Intifada issues et cetera. But then they'll
al so bring up things like global warmng. "Anmerica is
responsi bl e for global warmng. And therefore you know,
you need to reach out against it."

Now, what in the world has Al -Qaeda ever done

for global warm ng? Absolutely nothing. But that's not
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the point. They're trying to expand the grievances of the
devel oping world in order to connect themall into this

| arger master narrative which is that we're not
terrorists, we're anti-inperialists. W're fighting for
not just the rights of Muslins to have an identity, but in
short we're fighting for the rights of all subject

peoples. There is a reason why if you go to N caragua
you'll see people with Bin Laden T-shirts |ike he is Che
Guevara, because to themhe is Che Guevara. They have no
conception of his ideology and certainly as Professor
Haqgani said, they do not share his tactics, they don't
condone his tactics.

But they recognize the novenent as a legitinmate
one, as one that addresses legitimte grievances though in
an illegitimte way. Now that novenent again, as was
said, is one fight against that novenent. The fight
agai nst Al -Qaeda -- one can nake an argunent that's going
fairly well. The fight against the novenent is not. It's
goi ng very, very poorly and again, you know, just |ook at
Dalia's statistics to understand that.

MR ISHAM Wll, it's a good -- that's an

excel lent setup for Dalia. And | think one of the things
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that we need to try to get out here is the degree to which
this message that you've described is playing, and how
it's playing. There are nore than a billion Mislins
wor | dwi de, and as Mao fampusly said, the guerilla nust
nove anongst the people as a fish swins in the sea.

So the question to you Daliais, howfriendly is
that sea for Al-Qaeda and its affiliate jihadists?

M5. MOGAHED: Thank you, Chris. | think it's
very interestingly said about Nicaragua. It actually
rem nds nme of a poll, not by us, but by Zogby that found
that the top forenpst respected or nost admired political
| eaders outside of the respondents' country were nunber 1,
Ahmadi nej ad, nunber 2, Jacques Chirac, nunber 3, Hassan
Nasral | ah and nunber 4, Hugo Chavez. The only thing those
four have in common of course is that they' re of course
standing up to the United States, or were.

What | would like to do is really test sone of
t he conventional w sdomon that synpathy -- how nuch there
is of it and then that group that does | end a synpathetic
ear to the tactics of Al-Qaeda, what do they |ook Ilike,
what do they have in common with the magjority and what is

di fferent about them and in so doing really built a
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theory fromthe ground up using enpirical data. And what
I"'m-- will base it on very quickly is nationw de
representative survey research in over 39 predom nantly
Musl i m countri es.

So when we asked the question what percentage of
peopl e support the attacks of 9/11 -- just sinple
guestion; we found that that percentage worl dw de over, if
you take a wei ghted average across the Muslimworld is 7
percent. Now is that high or low? 1| can't answer that.
What we do know i s when we ask questions that don't
pertain to a specific attack like 9/11; we just |ook at
support for attacks on civilians. W find that Mislins
are on average less |likely than the Anerican public to
support attacks on civilians, believe it or not.

So the concept of attacking civilians, in
general as a generic concept is not sonething that Mislins
sign up for. It's explicitly prohibited in the Islamc
di scourse. In fact, it is funny to note that even Bin
Laden when asked in 2001 how can you justify 9/11, your
satisfaction at the attacks of 9/11, in light of Islamc
teachings, his response actually was to cite Hadith, a

prophetic tradition that said that the Prophet forbid
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targeti ng wonren and children in war, but that no | onger
appl i es because the world is a different place.

So if you're looking for revisionismof this
jihad, ook no further, Bin Laden is very willing to
redefine and reinterpret the text. So that 7 percent wll
call them a high-conflict group. What is special about
them and what isn't? So let's | ook at what they first
have in comon with the general population. Do they hate
freedon? The answer is no. There are in fact slightly
nore likely to say that denocracy will help Mslins
pr ogr ess.

So one thing that cane out of our data in
general is that Muslinms when asked what you adm re nost
about the West, the nunber 1 nost frequent response is
technol ogy, the nunber 2 nost frequent response is around
governnment accountability, transparency, the kinds of
things we would call denocratic principles. And the high-
conflict group is no different, in fact slightly nore
likely to express such sentinent.

Are they jobless? The answer again is no.
There i s absolutely no difference in the percentage of

enpl oynent between the high-conflict group and the rest.
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Are they hopel ess for the future? Do they have sinply a
| ack of hope?

Agai n, the answer is no. They're slightly nore
likely to have optimsm in fact, for the future of their
own countries. Now, are they less likely to be concerned
about better relations with the Wst? Again, no.

They're as likely as the general population to
say that better relations with the West is a persona
concern, but they're nore likely to think the West has no
concern for better relations, which will feed into what
actually I think is driving sonme of the sentinent.

A sense of humliation has already been
di scussed, actually cuts across the Muslimworld. It's
not specifically anmong the high-conflict group that
humliation really drives their synpathy. Humliation is
sonmething felt very strongly anong Muslins as a whole. So
for exanple, a respondent in Pakistan said, "A whole |obby
of the West is working against the Miuslins and danmagi ng
our image. They should stop and respect Islamc val ues.”

Very qui ckly, a respondent in Mrocco, "The West
has to change and noderate their attitude towards Mislins.

They have to stop | ooking down on our people.” And
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finally, 1'"'mgoing to read you a respondent from Lebanon,
because | think this is very telling.

"They shoul d consi der us as humans and shoul d
end the war against Muslinms and Islam™ | guess that
pretty much suns it up. And finally religiosity, the big
red herring. They're no nore likely to be religious
actual ly than the general population. The high-conflict
group are no nore likely to go to the nosque or no nore
likely to say that religion is an inportant part of their
life.

Now, religion does have a role to play; but 'l
explain what | think the role of religion actually is.
Now, what is different -- those were the things they have
actually in conmmon, what is different about thenf? They
have a much hi gher sense of threat than the general
popul ation. So they are nore likely to feel that the
United States of Anerica is an em nent threat to their
nation and their way of life.

So when asked, "What is the greatest fear that
you have in your |ife?" the general population would talk
about things like inflation or crime or maybe even civil

war, whereas the high-conflict group, the nost frequent
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response is about U S. domnation and U S. occupation --
even in countries where there is essentially no real
threat of that. But that is the nost -- at the top of ny
nost -- greatest fear that they have. They al so have a
much greater sense of being dom nated and controlled by
the West. So they're nmuch nore likely to say that the
United States will not allow people in their region to
fashion their own political future, that the U.S. is not
serious about denocratizing the Miuslimworld.

They al so have a lack of faith, a huge
skepticismas to the goodwill of the Wst. They say the
United States or the West in general, does not care about
better relations with the Muslimworld, and they also feel
that a time will never cone when better relations wll
happen.

So if you conmbine this conbustible foundation of
feeling humliated -- and that cuts across like |I said --
but then you add to that a sense of threat; acute threat,
and a sense of hopel essness in not their own future, but
in the prospect of change through peaceful or political or
di pl omati ¢ neans, and that cocktail turns into a

justification of violent -- a violent response to what
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they feel is a very real threat. Some interesting
denographic realities of this high-conflict group -- and
it mght not surprise sone of you who' ve been actually
foll owi ng sonme of the people who are arrested for
attenpting terrorism They are actually nore likely to be
educat ed and affluent than the general population. So the
peopl e that were captured in Britain were all medica
doctors, and it fits exactly with the data we're finding
across the board.

Interestingly, they're nore likely to be
supervi sors at work than the general popul ation. And that
in fact feeds into this problema sense of humliation
conbined with a bigger ego. A bigger sense of if you
will, self-actualization and a perception that they shoul d
be free to fashion their own political, social and
cul tural future

And so when you conbi ne these factors, what you
find is what drives the sense of synpathy for a viol ent
response to grievances that nost people actually recognize
or perceive to be true, is that it's a perceived injustice
that this group does not think is sonething you have to

take. It's a very violent reaction to a perception of
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one's dignity, pride and ego being tranpled on, and
because of their higher education, their higher econonic
status, those kinds of enotions are nore readily, sort of,
avai l able to them than the general popul ati on who has nuch
nore personal concerns around just, you know, job creation
or local issues instead of this transnational perception
of being attacked or threatened as a whole, as an onen.

MR |ISHAM Well, that's very interesting. |
think one of the clear thenmes that has energed that al
three of you touched on is a sense in the Muslimworld or
at least in a significant part of the Muslimworld -- and
let's keep in mnd, even though that 7 percent is a
mnority, it is still by ny nunber 70 mllion people.

MR. HAQQANI : Absol utely.

MR ISHAM So 70 mllion people who are really
not happy. And | think certainly, when you expand that
out, I"'msure you'll find that the nunbers go way up once
you start, once you start |ooking at just the
di ssatisfaction overall with the United States in
particular and with the Wst in general.

| guess what |I'd like to drill down a bit on

here, beginning with Husain is, to what degree do you
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think this sense is rational? And is it -- is there
something that we in the Wst take on board here, because
I must say, you know, one talks to Americans and Anerican
policy nmakers, and many of themw Il say, "You know, we
don't really understand this, because actually a |ot of

t hi ngs we' ve done have been pro-Muslim | nean we hel ped
win the jihad against the Soviets; we got the Soviets out
of Afghanistan. We hel ped belatedly, but we helped in
Bosnia, we hel ped in Kosovo, in Miuslimcountries; we were
on the right side of those issues.”

In lraq, they could argue that we |iberated Iraq
whi ch was under the thunb of a brutal dictator who had
killed mllions of their owmn -- of his own people and
peopl e in neighboring countries who were also Muslins. W
i berated that country froma brutal dictator, and paved
the way for a denocratic, albeit Shiite governnent to cone
into power.

I mean, the argument -- the counterargunent to
this is that, you know, the sense in the Mislimworld,
while real is somewhat unfair.

MR, HAQQANI: Chris, let nme begin by saying that

nost broad consensus about sonething are never al
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rationally thought out. Let's just |ook at these ideas --
Aspen |l deas Festival. There are only two sessions in
which Islamis going to be discussed. 1.4 billion people,
57 countries, one of the nost inportant regions, the

M ddl e East, South Asia. |Islamis the biggest religion in
South Asia, India energing. Everybody knows |ndia, China
is going to, you know, but how many sessions and what are
the sessions? One is terrorism where the three of us are
di scussing Islamin a circuitous manner. The other one is
the usual, you know, is Islamconpatible with Iiberal
denocracy, which about 100 years ago --

SPEAKER: Sorry, | am Ayaan Hirsi Ali (phonetic)

MR. HAQQANI: No, no, 100 years ago, you know,
there was no Catholic nmajority country that was a
denocracy and people were debating and sone people could
have turned around, is Catholicismconpatible with
denocracy instead of understanding -- so let ne just say -

MR ISHAM You'll have to take that up with the

MR HAQQANI: No, no, | amnot taking it up with
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(Laught er)

MR, HAQQANI: | amnot taking it up with anyone,
| amjust pointing out that this is |ike these broad --
all broad generalizations about people; are enotional or
broad aggregations, they're not always rational. So |et
me just say that at the outset. America s view of how the
Muslimworld is as irrational as the Muslimworld's
attitude is about Anerica. That is the point I was trying
to make.

Second, as far as the specific thing is
concerned, you see, the Muslimsense of humliation is not
-- since | cane to the U S., one of ny biggest problens is
whenever | give out a lecture, sonebody would raise their
hand and | now, | call it the predictable question, it is,
"So what can we do about it?"

MR ISHAM  You don't want to --

MR. HAQQANI : Anmerica has always | ooked upon the
world as a problemto solve, not as a situation and a
ci rcunstance to understand. That's the Anerican way, you
know, tell me howto fix it.

MR ISHAM Can't base it on --
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MR. HAQQANI: And you can't do that with people.
It's like 1.4 billion people needing therapy, will they
end up going to one psychotherapist that's going to do
that. This is about --

(Laughter)

MR, HAQQANI : We understand it when it cones to
i ndi viduals. You know, we want to understand their
personal history, so how were you treated as a child, how
were your relations with your non? Well, when we are
tal king about a community we don't want to do that, we
don't want to understand. The President of the United
States didn't know anythi ng about Shias and Sunnis before
he went into Irag, you know.

Why, because history doesn't matter. It doesn't
matter what the collective experience of a community is.
Now, yes, the U S. as a governnment, et cetera has quite
often been on the right side of the issues with the
Muslinms than it has been on the wong side. But there are
the wong sides that have the greater inpact -- bringing
t he Shah back through the CI A coup of 1953.

Americans don't want to renenber that. Witing

too long in the case of Bosnia when there was a genoci de
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taki ng place, and then too only respondi ng because Bosni a
was one place where the Muslins and the Jewi sh comunities
wor ked toget her and both were bei ng nmassacred, you know.
So the way these guys see it, well, anybody who had the
clout in Washington to nmake people think about it, then
they nove them Wth the creation of Pakistan in 1947,
the U S. wasn't particularly -- Tinme Magazi ne actually
said, you know, sonething with, you know-- at that tine
was very dism ssive about the creation of Pakistan. So
t he Paki stanis had to prove thenselves by getting --
maki ng nucl ear weapons, which is not a good idea in ny
opi nion, but that's how it happens

Then there i s this whole general feeling of
bei ng | ooked down upon, which is very real, let's be
honest. And it has reasons. M answer, when | amtal ki ng
to a Muslimaudience | talk differently. | say, "You're
| ooked down upon because you bring it upon yourself."
These are your statistics.

You have 47 percent illiteracy, you have this,
that, that; that's what | tell the Muslinms. But that's
the problemof the interlocutor. | have to tell themthat

they "suck."
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(Laughter)

MR. HAQQANI: But then | have to tell you al
that you make them feel that they suck nmuch worse, and so
this is like -- this is like a global issue. For exanple,
di sm ssiveness, there is an overall dism ssiveness about
the Muslins. And people talk about, instead of | ooking at
for exanple, religious reform-- everybody says there
should be a reformation in the Muslimworld. But
everybody forgets Christian reformati on was a religious
process.

Jewi sh reformation was a religious process. It
was a Rabbi who started saying -- when it cones to |Islam
who do we want to do the reformation? People who start
their books by saying, "lI'mso annoyed with Islam 1|'ve
becone an atheist."

Are they going to lead the reformation in [|slan®
They're not. And so all these things then create a
cunmul ative effect, which is psychological. [It's not
logical, it's psychological. Specific policies, yeah,
maybe making fewer wars in the Muslimworld my be a good
i dea, because that does -- going back to the Afghan war,

hey, were the Afghans desirous of that war? D d the
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Af ghans support it? The groups that the U S. backed were
the nastiest groups.

Well, | don't know if you covered that war; |
did. Gul buddin Hekmatyar, who, now the Anericans want to
destroy, was the biggest recipient of Arerican aid. He is
the guy who used to slit the Russians' throats. And the
code of conduct anongst the journalists was, you' re not
going to report about the slitting of the throats, because
that's too gory, but we're going to present it on evening
news hours, this great jihad against -- this great effort.

The word Muj ahi deen -- go back to the newspapers
of the 1980s. The word Mij ahi deen was used as a great
positive in American newspapers including -- including the
conservative press.

The Wall Street Journal editorial page used to
be adul atory about the Mij ahi deen, the sanme peopl e who
actually -- they've just transferred the technol ogy of
slitting throats from Russians to Anmericans,
unfortunately. In principle, we shouldn't have
appreciated and agreed with the slitting of the throats
per se.

And Muslinms |ike nyself who used to get queasy
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about it, we have that little bond to pick with Americans
too that when you do get it. The problemwth the United
States is - problemis that the Muslins are high

mai ntenance in ternms of engagenent. And they want
engagenment, and the United States wants to be involved in
the world without being engaged with the worl d.

The U.S. gets along very well with not having to
| earn too nmany facts -- just as | keep -- in ny classes
anybody who pronounces -- m spronounces Iraq and says "I -
rag" (phonetic) | always say to them "Cuys, if a country
is worth fighting for, it's worth | earning how to
pronounce its nane.” So this |ack of engagenent nakes the
Muslims sense of humliation and being rundown and | ook
down and | ook down greater than it would be if the
Americans were a little smarter about engaging with --

MR ISHAM Also, | think you put your finger on
sonet hing too, which is Anericans generally have very
short attention spans, and --

MR. HAQQANI : Absolutely, we want to know what
happened, you know, we don't want to use our inmgination,
we want to know the end of the sopranos and it has to end

in five years.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

38

MR |SHAM Right.

MR. HAQQANI : The Muslim saga has been goi ng on
for 14 centuries, and will probably go on for another 100
years. On a lighter note, the Reverend Franklin G aham
said, in eight years we can try and bring Iraqg unto
Christ. And ny response was, "Good |uck, Reverend" -- not
in person, but you know, in an article -- | said, "Good
| uck, they got the nmessage of Christ 14 centuries before
you did, because in America it's very easy to think that
Christianity started here, but you know, they had it a few
years before you."

Hasn't worked in that period, you can't -- don't
set these deadlines. | nmean, | by the way don't want a
deadline for the end of the Iraq war, but | don't want a
deadline for "So Husain, please tell us when is the Miuslim
worl d going to be okay and we're going to be friends, you
know, 6 nonths, 6 years?" No -- 600 years, start thinking
bi g.

MR |SHAM Right.

(Laught er)

MR | SHAM Reza, what do you -- what do you

have to -- what's your perspective on this question of the
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hum liation and the degree to which it's rational? And
I'"d also Iike you to talk a little bit about the rol e of
the nmedia, particularly the Arab nmedia which | think is
goi ng through a revolution over the last 10 years, with
the advent particularly of satellite channels such as Al
Jazeera, which broadcasts to nore than 50 mllion people
and routinely reinforce, | think at least in ny view, and
we're interested in your view-- reinforce nmany of these
ki nds of stereotypes and declines of engrained ways of
observing the rel ationship between the West and the Miuslim
world. Tell ne what that sort of --

MR. ASLAN. Yeah, let nme start off saying that |
think we have to recognize that terrorismis an emnently
rational decision. These aren't crazy people who are
acting out of, you know, conplete abandon or from sone
sort of irrational place. This is a very rationa
deci sion, and the reason why so nany groups choose
terrorismis because unfortunately, terrorismworks.

That's the problemw th terrorism and that's
why it has been used for mllennia to | evel the
battl efield between the very strong and the very weak.

But at the same tinme | don't want you to think --
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MR ISHAM Well, | think you -- sorry to
interrupt, but | think you need to explain how you think
it works. | think that's a very inportant point.

MR. ASLAN. That's exactly what | was going to
say.

MR | SHAM  Ckay.

MR. ASLAN. But when | say terrorismworks, what
| nmean to say is it doesn't work insofar as achieving sone
kind of specific political or social agenda; rarely;
rarely is the purpose of terrorismto do any such thing.
The purpose of terrorismis to provide the illusion of
power. The purpose of terrorismis to create an i mage of
the terrorist as sonebody whose ideas, whose opi ni ons,
whose agendas as lunatic as they may be, as absurd and
absol utely inconceivabl e as they maybe, are neverthel ess
possi bl e.

They are possi bl e because anyone who coul d take
part in such dramatic public displays of violence,
exagger ated, even theatrical displays of violence whose
purpose is to terrorize the audi ence, not the actual
victins of terrorismthensel ves that anyone who coul d

achi eve such a grand scale act of violence is obviously a
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powerful force, a force capable of doing great damage.
And so we -- our political |eaders often speak about Al -
Quaeda as this al nost supernatural force with the
capability, as the President has said repeatedly, "To
bri ng down human civilization as we knowit." Wat? |

mean that is absurd, but that's why terrorism works.

MR. | SHAM  But sonmetines -- but sonmetines the
terrorismhas nore linmted goals. | nean, if you re going
back to -- | was in Lebanon in 1983 in the advent of

really the nodern suicide bonb when they bonbed the U. S.
Enmbassy in April of '83, and the Marine conpound in
October of '83, and those conbined events of course led to
the United States redepl oying our forces from Lebanon, way
of f the coast; in other words withdraw ng.

And that of course was used by Bin Laden in
numer ous speeches afterwards, in interviews that he did
afterwards including the interview he had with us in
explaining a lot of their amp, which is they -- they saw
t he weakness of the United States, they saw the soft spot
of the United States. His argunent is the United States -
- the Anerican people have no stomach for casualties

They can't absorb casualties, so that if we can hit them
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and hit them hard enough they will |eave, and we can
acconplish our objectives. It was very specific, alnost
tactical objectives.

MR. ASLAN: Right, but I want to nmake a very
distinct difference as | said, in the first coments that
I made between jihadismas this global novenment and these
deeply nationalistic organizations |ike Hezbollah or Hanas
who are not jihadists, who have absolutely nothing in
comon with jihadi smwhat soever, who cannot be referred to
as jihadi st ideologues in any sense of the term And that
-- and whose only conparison -- the only thing that they
have in common with jihadismis that they just happen to
use the sane tactic; terrorism and they happen to use
Islamas the --

MR |SHAM So do you agree that --

MR. ASLAN. -- as the sort of the notivation for
their terrorist tactics.

MR, HAQQANI: | think, this needs to be passed
around a little and I don't think we have the tine to do
that. But there is -- there are jihadi influences that
are now taking over nationalistic novenents and we shoul d

be --
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MR. ASLAN. Insofar -- and that's what | was
sayi ng before. Insofar as those groups who had been
solely focused on the near eneny and on these
nationalistic -- and losing very deeply, deeply losing
novenents for national l|iberation or to create Islamc
states or Islamc societies, have begun to adopt ji hadi st
i deol ogi es and jihadi st strategies even, in order to
actually gain some kind of, you know, gl obal recognition.
And so you have groups --

MR. HAQQANI: And resources -- and resources
t hey' ve, because --

MR. ASLAN. But there are no resources going
from Al -Qaeda to Hezbollah. There are no resources going
fromA -Qaeda to Hamas at al |.

MR, HAQQANI: Look, it's not from Al - Qaeda the
organi zation, but the idea of Al -Qaeda was global. You
could actually fight in Afghanistan but raise funds al
over the world. You could bring volunteers fromall over
the world. And that is happening, the whole notion of --

MR. ASLAN. That's right.

MR HAQQANI: -- of getting a globa

fundrai si ng, global organization. So they are |earning
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fromone another. But without going into that, let nme go
back to your original question. And how does terrorism
work? | think that it's -- again, we just read one text
and we take that and we becone prisoners of our clichés.
The | esson of Lebanon was that the Anericans don't have a
stomach for casualties, but the lesson of Iraq is that the
Anmeri cans don't have a stomach for |ong engagenent. So
the Al-Qaeda -- Khalid Shei kh Mohanmed had a fanobus sayi ng
when he was operations | eader of Al -Qaeda. He was -- they
| ost an operation, and there was this internal discussion,
and you know how Al - Qaeda has these really doctrinaire

i nternal discussions. | nean, right now at Hudson we have
this 400, 000 pages downl oaded of material of every kind of
i ntell ectual discussion and discourse. Not every
intellectual, but it's --

MR. |SHAM They seemto have a lot of free tine
on their hands.

MR, HAQQANI: Well, sonme of them | nean, there
are those who are not operational; they are thinking,
which is fine for them So one of the things was he had a
maxi m They | ost on an operation, and he said, "Wen we

|ose, we learn.” N ce little cliché. Wen we |ose, we
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learn. So they also learn. So let's not be stuck with
their | esson that they | earned from Lebanon.

Yes, what they | earned was Anerica doesn't have
a stomach for casualties, which was fine for about 15
years-20 years. Now Anerica has shown, no, we have the
spine; we can go and fight. The newlessonis, no, if we
can just keep themin there for |ong enough -- because
Aneri cans have short attention spans, they want imedi ate
success, they cannot contenplate. And Miullah Oner said it
all recently in his famous statenent, "The Anericans have
t he best watches; we have the tinme."

(Laughter)

MR. ASLAN: And let nme just add, bin Laden has
made this very, very, very clear. Hi s goal is not to
defeat Anerica; that's inpossible. Hs goal is to
bankrupt Anerica, and he's said that repeatedly over and
over again.

MR, HAQQANI: And sone of them are arguing that
we' ve already started the bankruptcy process, not in terns
of noney et cetera, but their norals and their
intell ectual discourse et cetera is already becom ng

bankr upt because their founding ideas, they are
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conprom sing them

MR. ASLAN. Ch yes.

MR. HAQQANI: They're getting crazy, they're
goi ng crazy, about civil liberties et cetera, and that’'s
our victory because we're nmaki ng Aneri cans non- Aneri can by
getting themengaged with us. So we're actually
dim nishing their value as a nation, as a society. And
that’s why | keep saying this is all about the idea. And
unfortunately, in the last five years in this country ny
frustration is that every tinme, especially people in
government or dealing with governnment and think tanks and
all that, what they want is an operational strategy to
defeat Al -Qaeda. They don't want to engage with the idea
of Jihadismat the sane |level. Reza, nyself who deal with
the world of ideas in the Muslimworld. People don't have
ti me enough for that.

MR | SHAM Yeah, well --

MS. MOGAHED. | think --

MR. I|SHAM Sorry. Yeah, Dalia, shoot.

M5. MOGAHED: | think that actually the main
goal of terrorismis to -- | don't actually think that

they're trying to make |udicrous ideas seem pl ausi bl e or
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that they are trying to | ook powerful so that their

| udi crous ideas can seem nore plausible. | actually think
that they exploit broadly felt legitimte grievances. And
what they're trying to do is essentially -- | nean, it's a
battl e between them and those who want to nake the sane
changes through peaceful neans. | nean | think it's
sinply an equation. And so what -- for exanple, this

m ght seem strange, but Ayman al - Zawahiri wote this very
i nportant book about the problens, the inherent flaws, of

t he Musl i m brotherhood i n Egypt.

SPEAKER:  Yeah.

M5. MOGAHED: And his essential problemwth
themis that they're trying to nake change through
political neans by being inside a corrupt system You
have to conpletely divorce yourself of the system and
fight outside of it. So we have to be very clear of the
fact that they, like the polling has shown, aren't
fighting for things that people can’'t recognize or can't -
- don't resonate with peopl e.

| nean, if you -- when we do ask Muslinms, do you
want the United States to get their bases out of the Holy

Land? O course, overwhelnmng majority want bases out of
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Saudi Arabia; overwhelm ng majority wants United States
out of Iraq and so forth. So what they are trying to do
is give people hope in a non-diplomatic, non-political way
to change things. The only way that | think that you can
conbat that is to enpower people who are trying to nake

t he sane changes in non-violent neans and to show the
world that this is possible.

(Appl ause)

MR. HAQQANI : Yes. But we haven't even tal ked
about the near eneny and how nmuch people actually hate the
near eneny.

MR |SHAM Right.

M5. MOGAHED: Yeabh.

MR. HAQQANI: In many cases the regines that the
United States are nost closely identified with are the

nost hated regines in the Muslimworld.

MR ISHAM | think that we really need to open
this up.

MR HAQQANI :  Sure.

SPEAKER: We're running out of -- this is very
interesting, and we're really, | think, just beginning to

drill down on sonme of these issues, but I'd really like to
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gi ve people a chance to ask sonme questions. And if you
coul d just please keep the questions as short and as
conci se and avoid statenents as nuch as possible, that
woul d be terrific.

SPEAKER: Okay. The historian Bernard Lew s,
one of his nmain thenes is that the suppression of wonen's
rights in the Muslimworld has led partially to its
decline. So I'd like you to talk about that for a m nute.
And al so, what about the rise of fenale suicide bonbers or
not hers who are encouraging their children?

M5. MOGAHED: | can start to talk -- this is an
area | do a lot of research into in terns of Mislim wonen.
I think as much as | am personally for the enpowernent of
Musl i m wonren, to nake that as the touchstone of the
progress of the society is probably m sl eading only
because when we specifically ask Muslimwonen what rights
do you think you should have, overwhelm ng majorities wll
say, we have the right -- we should have the right, it is
norm it is the right way to go to have full rights; ful
equality with nen, the right to vote, drive, work at any
j ob and even serving as | eaders of governnent.

So it's not that they have been socially
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conditioned to believe that they're inferior. But at the
same point intinme if we ask themwhat are the nobst
inportant priorities that you have for your country, what
are the nost inportant changes that need to be nade,
gender issues do not cone into the discussion at all. In
fact, they are very simlar to their nmale counterparts;
it's about political and econonmic reform

So we really have to advocate for Mislimwonen
by taking their owm |ead. That -- what -- let's nmake
their priorities our priorities if we're going to advocate
for them The other piece we should also keep in mnd is
that wonen's rights and political and econom c progress
aren't necessarily -- don't necessarily go hand in hand,
and there are counter exanples to that, believe it or not.
The United States, for exanple, it was the economc
devel opnent that brought about the wonen's rights, not the
ot her way around. And several studies have actually shown
that egalitarian gender principles cone after, not as a
predecessor to, econom c devel opnent.

So you need to create a demand for wonen to
enter the public sphere before -- not the other way

around. It's not that you enpower wonmen and suddenly jobs
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will appear. O wth 30 percent unenpl oynent anong nen,
it's not that there isn't enough labor. It isn’t that
they're not utilizing their femal e | abor forces; that
there are no jobs. So you -- because wonen thensel ves say
they want it and because historical that’s been the trend,
first it's economc and political reform freedomfor
everyone, and then wonen's rights will follow

MR. | SHAM But there's clearly a difference
legally, and in every other way, between wonmen and nen, in
many countries in the Muslimworld. | nmean, they are in a
| egal setting and in nmany countries their value is exactly
50 percent of a man's. And certainly, many countries --

M5. MOGAHED: That's a generalization actually,
and we don't --

MR ISHAM No, it's --

MR HAQQANI: But Chris, let nme put this in
historic contest. The wonmen of the United States didn’t
have the right to vote until 1920, you know? So all 1'm
saying is -- I'mnot disputing the point. I'mtrying to
make everybody think about it in a linear historic kind of
context. Some societies are advanced; sone societies are

not that advanced. You have to |look at the Muslimsociety
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not fromthe prismof how-- will Riyad tonorrow | ook nore
i ke Aspen? You have to start thinking about -- you have
to think about what are the basic and fundanent al
transformati onal issues in the society.

And Bernard Lewi s nakes many ot her points which
are very inportant, which is basically a problemwth
nodernity which the Muslimworld had and their failure to
transformin terms of nodernizing many concepts incl udi ng
the educational system \When this whole system of thesis
def ense, which we have in our colleges originated in
Baghdad in the 11th, 12th century, that was the npst
nodern systemat that tinme. |f there had been Nobe

Prizes in 1007 the Muslins woul d' ve got them but now they

are not.

So it is a whole issue. Wwnen are part of the
problem but | think that, | agree with Dalia that, it
can’t be the only thing. |It's one of those things that

appeal s to us nore quickly, you know, and sone people take
advantage of it. It's very easy for a westernized Muslim
wonman to turn to her western counterparts and say this is
al | about us being |ocked up, which is only -- the whole

society is | ocked up
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M5. MOGAHED: Exactly, that's --

MR. HAQQANI: The whol e society's mind is | ocked
up.

MR ISHAM But | think -- but | guess, | would
di sagree to sonme extent. | think sone of the nost
interesting things going on in the Muslimworld that 1've
seen are what's going on with wonen's novenents. | nean
inlran in particular. There's a wonen's novenents in

Iran that right nowis in the process of collecting a

mllion signatures --

MR. HAQQANI : Absolutely, Chris, but all I'm
saying is --

MR ISHAM -- to stop stoning.

MR, HAQQANI: No, but the difference is --

MR ISHAM And it's very specific; it's very
i nteresting.

MR. HAQQANI: The difference is, as having
worked for the first woman prinme mnister in the Miuslim
wor | d, Benazir Bhutto, let ne just say that, yes,
absol utely wonen's enpowernent is an inportant conponent
of a bigger project, to talk of it as sonething different

fromthe bigger project, which is the transformation of



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

54

the entire Muslimworld. | think sonmetines talking of it
in isolation, yes; as part of the big whole, absolutely.

MR. | SHAM But perhaps they could be even in
somet hi ng of a vanguard.

MR. HAQQANI: Absolutely; the smarter ones
al ready are.

SPEAKER:  Wonen in terrorism

MR. HAQQANI: The smarter ones already are you
know.

M5. MOGAHED: | think I'Il just restate ny
point. |'mnot saying that wonen's issues are not
inmportant. Only that they have to be within the framework
of a larger reforned agenda around freedom for everyone
because what al ways gets said is it's not only wonen who
are oppressed, okay, there -- everyone is kept down. And
I would al so say that there is a huge anmobunt of diversity.
We cannot generalize over the entire Muslimworld. Saudi
Arabia is very different from Al geri a.

MR. | SHAM Every stretch is different there.

M5. MOGAHED: Very different than Pal estine.

MR, HAQQANI: W didn't address the question

about wonen terrorists, and how -- would you |like to take
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M5. MOGAHED: Well, 1'Il just say that our data
actually shows that, you know, in terns of the high-
conflict group, they are -- about 40 percent are wonen,
60:40. So they are slightly nore likely to be nen, but
not by much.

MR |ISHAM Sir?

MR. KLEINER Thank you. |I'm Art Kleiner, an
editor of Strategy and Business, and | have a kind of
editor's question, which is what ideas would you identify
as ideas to watch in the Muslimworld that m ght be worth
| ooki ng at harbingers of a different future?

MR. HAQQANI: Art, sone of the -- some of us do
this for a living, so maybe you shoul d conm ssion us a
pi ece on this.

(Laughter)

MR ISHAM It's very expensive, |'m warning
you.

MR. HAQQANI: And pay us for it. That was just
for levity. The idea is to watch essentially, and Reza
can cone in here as well, | think, the whole debate on

Islam c reform what should be the form of understandi ng;
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is it religious texts? It's a big debate. It's very
powerful in the non-Arab Muslimworld; |ndonesia,
Paki st an, Bangl adesh, India. WMny theol ogi ans have
entered it. Sone in Europe are participating init. Then
t he whol e question of -- the ideas of, "Does I|Islamnm sm have
a future?" The difference between Islamand |slam sm
being Islamis the faith and religion that all of us
share, Islamsmis the idea that Islamis nore than a
religion, and should be a political and econom c ideol ogy;
a big picture.

There are those who woul d argue that |slam sm as
a whol e has failed and there are those who say, no,
I sl am sm needs to be noderated. So what's happening in
Turkey, for exanple, is a noderation of Islamsm WII it
succeed? Third, secularization of the Muslimworld. What
forms of -- there's the Turk nodel of secularism which is
the State actually rolls back religion frompublic life
and then there's the nore nodern aspects of secularism
that maybe we can be nore |ike Anerica; a | ot of people
very religious, but the State itself not having a
religion. And those are the four of five major debates

and social ideas. And |ast but not |east, how nuch of
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technol ogy should Muslins adopt and how far behind are we
init and can a quick adaptation and adoption of
t echnol ogy change our society fast enough.

MR. | SHAM Reza, do you have any conments?

MR. ASLAN:. Yeah, | think those are wonderful
exanpl es of things that the Muslimworld could |earn from
the West. Let ne flip it and say, well, we could learn
fromthese very exciting ideas being formed in the Muslim
wor | d that have nothing to do with the West. There's many
of them but I'll just focus on one in general, one that I
think you' d be nore interested in, and that is the idea of
Islam c finance. Many of you know that according to
Islam c | aw you are not allowed to actually charge
interest for -- on nobney.

The easier way to understand this, because
sonetimes you get stuck on this issue of interest, but in
Islam c | aw you cannot nake noney from noney. Do you
under stand? Li ke, you cannot earn noney from noney. So
even a savi ngs account, which gives you noney from your
noney is essentially invalid in traditional Islamc
finance. Now, that of course, is the foundation of

capitalism That's what it's based on. It's interest,
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| oans, all these things.

And yet, now, especially in the Arab world and
particularly with -- in the oil rich regions in the Qulf
States, these regions that are not just fantastically
weal t hy, but are becomi ng nore and nore a part of the
gl obal econony, are | think doing wonderful work in
reconciling capitalist, you know, the gl obal capitali st
mar ket and the requirenments of it, with what is often
referred to as Islamc norality, Islamc finance norals.

And so one of the many ways for instance, in
whi ch these large banks in the Muslimworld are putting
this into play is that they will give small businesses
| oans to start a business, but because they cannot charge
interest on that |oan, what they do is instead they take a
certain percentage of that conpany's profit. And so
therefore are fully invested in making sure that that
conmpany succeeds because if the conpany doesn't succeed,
then the bank gets no noney, whereas in the western system
succeed or fail, you owe ne the noney that | gave you.

So it creates, | think, a far nore egalitarian
conception of global finance and one that is focused nuch

nore on cooperation, on fairness, on econonic devel opnent
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and |l ess on, sort of, the anoral concepts of capitalism
That | think is something that we could definitely learn
fromthe economes in the Muslimworld who are fashioning
this new way of doi ng busi ness.

M5. MOGAHED: One other idea that | think is
inportant to take note of is a grow ng novenent to respond
to practices that have for a long tine been done in the
name of Islam but to actually respond to why they are
wong wthin an Islamc framework. So, for exanple, there
was a very inportant conference held in Cairo a few nonths
ago at A -Azhar giving an |Islam c response to the reasons
why femal e circuntision was not Islamc

So within an Islamc framework actual ly
respondi ng to sone of these cultural practices that for a
l ong time have been given an Islamc justification, rather
than doing so within the framework of secul ar human
rights.

MR. I SHAM Another idea is to use (i naudible)
throw ng an idea. Another thing | find fascinating in --
pertaining to our topic today is what certainly countries
are doing, particularly UAE and Yenen, trying to go into

the prisons and reconverting sone of the Jihadis --
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M5. MOGAHED: Right.

MR ISHAM -- and trying to explain to them
sending in --

MR. HAQQANI: W th success. Wth enornous
success.

MR |ISHAM W th success Sending in clerics
and sending in people who really know the Koran and know
the Hadith and really going in there and argui ng and
debating with these guys and turning them around. And I
think that’s fascinating.

M5. MOGAHED: | think that fromthe data around
the high degree of religiosity and how i nportant religion
isinthe Muslimworld, that is going to be the only
successful nethod we have. Going in and tal ki ng about
wonen's rights froma secular human right's perspective,
you're just not going to get a response; or anti-
terrorism fromany other perspective other than through
the framework of an idea that they already have, that they
al ready cherish. 1It's just sinply not going to work. So
I think that this process of arguing these things within
an Islamc framework is very inportant very inportant to

wat ch.
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MR. ASLAN: Very inportant.

MR. | SHAM Yeah, next questi on.

M5. HAZAM  Hi, |'m Meghan Hussey (phonetic),

one of the BEZOS student scholars, and ny question is

regardi ng education as a neans of fighting terrorism Do

you think it could be useful both in the sense of

i mproving education in the Muslimworld to bring nore

enpower ment and | ess humiliation, but also education in

the United States making Islamc history nore of an

i nportant conponent of world history, Arabic as a | anguage

taught? Do you think that could be usef

ul in pronoting

cross cul tural understanding and ultimately i nprove our

situation?

MR. HAQQANI : Absol utely.
M5. MOGAHED: Absol utely.
MR

ASLAN: No questi on.

MR, HAQQANI: Yeah. | nean, the Muslimworld

has low literacy rates. The Musli mworl
education rates and | ess acconpli shnent

| earning. There’'s a big know edge gap

d has | ow
in the field of

n the Muslim

world. We all know that. But very frankly, in the United

States there's another problem and that

IS you can have a
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col | ege degree, but you know not hing but English spoken
with an American accent. And, you know the -- and, for
exanpl e, only nine percent Anmerican college students
enroll in another |anguage program half of whomdo it in
Spani sh, and hal f of whom don't conplete their |anguage
trai ni ng.

So -- it's not just the | anguage though. It’s
the willingness to |learn about other cultures. Only 20
percent of Americans apply for passports, Your Honor. The
president of the United States goes to India and doesn't
visit the Taj Mahal, you know. So that needs to change
here as well because if the United States is going to be
the world's | eader, a |eader nust know nore about what
exi sts out there that they are leading. And | think both
things need to be done. Educational pronotion in the
Muslimworld and awareness in the United States of what
the world is all about of which the Muslimworld is a
very, very inportant conponent.

MR ISHAM On an end note, | think we should
t hank our panel

(Appl ause)



